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A Fresh Look 
 
Welcome!  Community of the Savior is a new 
worshiping community in the heart of the city of 
Rochester, NY.  It is a gathering of people who 
yearn to drink deeply from the rich diversity of 
various streams of historic faith.  Community of 
the Savior is deeply committed to the good news 
of the Christian gospel.  It seeks to live as a 
community nurtured by the rhythms of the 
Christian year.  It cares about social justice. 
 
Community of the Savior seeks to take a fresh 
look at what it means to be the church.  We are 
ancient and contemporary, firmly rooted in the 
past and creatively responsive to the needs of the 
present world. 
 
Please take a look at our Core Affirmations on 
page 3.  If you find yourself drawn to what you 
see, please let that be your invitation to be come 
and check out Community of the Savior.   
 
Services to Begin September 23! 
 
Community of the Savior is honored to enjoy the 
sponsorship of New Hope Free Methodist Church.  
New Hope is a vibrant congregation in the city of 
Rochester that shares a remarkably similar vision 
of what it means to be the church in today’s 
world.  New Hope graciously opens its doors for 
Community of the Savior to launch as a new 
worshiping community on Sunday evenings and to 
participate in its life as an integral part of the New 
Hope family. 
 

Worship Times 
Invitation and Gathering Phase: 

Worship services begin Sunday, September 23, 
2007, at 6:00 p.m. and will continue every other 
week—October 7, October 21, November 4, and 
November 18. 
 
Community Gatherings will take place on 
intervening Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m. 
(September 30, October 14, October 28, 
November 11, and November 25).  Come for food, 
fellowship, and learning together about the 
exciting formation of Community of the Savior. 
 

Celebration and Formation Phase: 
Weekly services begin on The First Sunday of 
Advent, December 2, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. 

Location 
New Hope Free Methodist Church 

62 N. Union Street 
Rochester, NY  14607 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Suggested Routes 
From the East: 
Take Exit 17. Travel north on Goodman. Turn left 
onto East Ave. Drive west two blocks. At traffic 
signal turn right onto N. Union St. Drive north 
about 1000ft. Church building will be on the right. 
 
From the West: 
Take Exit 15. Merge onto Inner Loop. Take the 
exit toward University Ave/E. Main St. Stay 
straight to go onto N. Union St. Church building 
will be on the immediate right. 
 



Contact Information 
 
Community of the Savior pastoral team: 

Pastor Gloria Roorda—(585) 594-3998 
gloriaroorda@rochester.rr.com 

Pastor Doug Cullum—(585) 494-0492 
dcullum1@rochester.rr.com 

New Hope Church pastoral team: 

Pastor Linda Adams—(585) 244-4000 
linda.adams@newhopefree.org 

Pastor David Peelle—(585) 244-4000 
dpeelle@juno.com 

Pastor Patti Welch—(585) 244-4000 
patti@newhopefree.org 

Planning team representative: 
Pastor Baiba Peelle — bpeelle@juno.com 

 
Help Get the Word Out 
 
We are in the process of gathering names of 
persons who might be interested in Community of 
the Savior.  Please feel free to forward this 
newsletter to your friends and invite them to 
submit their email addresses for the latest 
information about Community of the Savior.  If 
you know of persons who have expressed an 
interest, please—with their permission—pass 
along email addresses to Gloria or Doug at the 
gloriaroorda@rochester.rr.com or 
dcullum1@rochester.rr.com. 
 
Website Coming Soon! 
 
Thanks to Jonathan Peelle (son of Baiba & David 
Peelle), a new website for Community of the Savior 
is on its way.  The web address will be 
www.communityofthesavior.org.  We’ll inform those 
on the email list when it’s up and running, but in the 
meantime, feel free to log-on and save the address 
in your favorites. 
 

Voices of Influence 
 
Every organization is influenced by the prior 
thinking and perspectives of others.  Community 
of the Savior gratefully acknowledges the 
following as some of the thinkers and 
organizations that have been influential the 
formation of this community: 
 

• Free Methodist Church of North America—
www.freemethodistchurch.org 

• Evangelicals for Social Action— 
www.esa-online.org  

• Christians for Biblical Equality—
www.cbeinternational.org 

• Sojourners— 
www.sojo.net 

• Network 9:35— 
www.network935.org 

• Gospel and Our Culture Network—
www.gocn.org 

• Ancient-Future Worship—
www.ancientfutureworship.com 

• Christian Seasons Calendar—
www.thechristiancalendar.com 

• Church of the Servant—
www.churchoftheservantcrc.org 

• Alternatives for Simple Living—
www.simpleliving.org 

• Calvin Institute of Christian Worship—
www.calvin.edu/worship 

 

Some Books for the Journey 
 

Daniel T. Benedict Jr., Patterned by Grace: How Liturgy Shapes Us (Nashville: Upper 
Room Books, 2007). 

Simon Chan, Liturgical Theology: The Church as Worshiping Community (Downers Grove: 
InterVarsity Press, 2006). 

Donald W. Dayton, Discovering an Evangelical Heritage (Hendrickson, 1976). 

Ronald W. Pierce and Rebecca Merrill Groothuis, Discovering Biblical Equality: 
Complementarity without Hierarchy (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2004). 

Cornelius Plantinga & Sue A. Rozeboom, Discerning the Spirits: A Guide to Thinking about 
Christian Worship Today Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing, 2003). 

Don E. Saliers, Worship Come to Its Senses (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996). 

Ronald J. Sider, The Scandal of the Evangelical Conscience: Why Are Christians Living 
Just Like the Rest of the World? (Baker Books, 2005). 

Ronald J. Sider, Philip N. Olson and Heidi Rolland Unruh, Churches That Make a 
Difference: Reaching Your Community with Good News and Good Works (Baker 
Books, 2002). 

Leonard J. Vander Zee, Christ, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper: Recovering the 
Sacraments for Evangelical Worship (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2004). 



Community of the Savior 
Core Affirmations 

 
Community of the Savior is shaped by three pairs of core affirmations.  We seek to be evangelical and 
catholic, communal and diverse, missional and prophetic: 
 

Evangelical an d  Catholic 
 

We are a community of believers that seeks 
continually to be formed by the life-transforming 
gospel of Jesus Christ.  We believe that all human 
life is in need of the healing and saving grace that 
is available to all through the ministry of Christ on 
behalf of the whole world.  We joyfully affirm the 
centrality of the Christian scriptures as the faithful 
and authoritative guide for Christian faith and life.  
As disciples of Jesus, we believe that we are called 
to live like Jesus in both personal and corporate 
holiness.  With gratitude, we seek to participate in 
God’s mission in the world by offering the 
welcome of God’s grace to others. 
 

We are a community of believers that seeks 
intentionally to listen to ways God has led people 
of faith throughout history.  We affirm the 
authenticity of those Christian teachings that have 
been “believed everywhere, always, and by all 
people” (Vincent of Lérins).  We desire to learn 
from the heritage of the past, and we rejoice in 
the privilege of embracing and re-presenting 
historic Christian faith in our day.  This 
commitment is perhaps most recognizable in our 
gatherings for worship where Word and 
Sacrament take a central place, and our life 
together is shaped by the rhythms of the church 
year. 
 

 
Communal an d  Diverse 

 
We are a community of believers that aspires to 
take seriously the implications of humanity’s 
creation in the image of God.  As image bearers 
of the Triune God, and as those who are being 
renewed in God’s image through the restoring 
work of Christ, we believe that the church must 
be distinctively communal.  We seek to be a 
community of radical love that embraces others 
in the name of Jesus.  As Spirit-directed 
members of the Body of Christ, we commit 
ourselves to consensus as the normal process of 
decision making in the community.  We affirm 
that both women and men are called to roles of 
service and leadership in the church and home. 
 

While we celebrate our essential oneness in 
Christ, we are a community which in no way 
requires a blurring of the distinctiveness or 
differences each brings to the whole body.  We 
believe it is only through genuine diversity that 
we can truly experience the unity we have in 
Jesus Christ.  We embrace all people regardless 
of racial, ethnic, gender, or socio-economic 
differences in a community that seeks to live as a 
sign of God’s new creation. We celebrate life 
together as an intergenerational community 
where children, youth, and adults learn from 
each other as joint participants in the life of faith.  
We affirm the beautiful and varied array of 
ministries provided by God on behalf of the 
church and world through all of God’s people.   

 
Missional an d  Prophetic 

 
We are a community of believers committed to 
tangible love as the central expression of 
Christian faithfulness.  We believe that Jesus 
came as a loving servant and calls his followers 
to love the world in his name.  As those who 
believe in the gospel’s power to transform both 
individuals and societies, we seek to involve 
ourselves in holistic ministries of evangelism and 
social transformation, locally and globally.  
Believing that Christians are called to be faithful 
stewards of all of God’s gifts, we seek to commit 
ourselves to a biblical vision of the care of 
creation, the love of all people, and the 
responsibilities of material possessions. 

We are a community called to live our lives in a 
way that prophetically addresses the needs of our 
world today.  We continually seek to discern how 
the good news of the gospel can offer grace and 
healing to the various issues that society presses 
upon us.  Among others, these include issues of 
racial tension, domestic violence, and lives 
broken by addiction and poverty.  We believe we 
are called to offer Christ’s hope to a society dying 
from its addiction to power, wealth, and the 
pursuit of individual freedom.  We believe that 
this healing must be pursued both in one-on-one 
relationships, and in ways that address the 
deeper, root causes of human brokenness.  


